
 
The Good News 

A Communication By and For the Florida Council of Catholic Women/Province of Miami  

 
Prayer To Our Lady Of Good Counsel 

God of heavenly wisdom, you have given us Mary, Mother of Jesus, to be our guide and counselor. 

Grant that we may always seek her motherly help in this life and so enjoy her blessed presence in the life to come. 

O Mother of Good Counsel, patroness of the National Council of Catholic Women, intercede for us, that we may be 
wise, courageous, and loving leaders of the Church. 

Help us, dear Mother, to know the mind of Jesus, your Son.  May the Holy Spirit fill us with a reverence for God’s 
Creation and compassion for all God’s children.  May our labors of love on earth enhance the reign of God; and may 
God’s gifts of faith and living hope, prepare us for the fullness of the world to come.                                                                                                                    
Amen 
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TAKE TIME TO PRAY MORE THIS LENTEN SEASON 

Our ashes have faded or were washed away and we have decided what we are giving up for Lent. I 

challenge all of you to take on extra prayer time and it may even become a habit. When I worked for 

the Florida Conference of Catholic Bishops, I decided to go to daily Mass during Lent. Once Lent was 

over, I continued as I realized how starting the day receiving the Body and Blood of Christ gave me the 

peace to face any challenges in my job and in life. That has been 8 years ago and I still make time to 

go to 7 a.m. Mass. If you are not an early bird, most churches have a late afternoon Mass. If that is not 

possible, something as simple as praying the rosary every morning is still taking time to be still and 

send up prayers to Our Father who loves us and who does answer prayer. 

We pray for our needs, our family, our friends and many others who ask for prayer. I ask you to add Peg Middleton to 

your list who is struggling with recuperation following her back surgery Jan. 26. She is back in the hospital with infec-

tion and blood clots. The Orlando Diocese initiated a prayer practice for her with a rosary on Wednesday, Feb. 26. I 

sent out the call-in number and several called in. They intend to continue, perhaps twice a week, so more information 

to come. Please add to this prayer intention Sr. Anna Mae Frenzik who had back surgery for a herniated disc. She 

says surgery went well but the doctor says her leg will continue to be 

sore for three months.  

May we wait with eager anticipation for Easter when we hear “ Alleluia, 

He is risen!” 

P. S. It is not too late to register for the 100
th

 NCCW Convention. Go 

to www.nccw.org. 

CALENDAR 2020 

CONVENTIONS 

MAR 20 & 21 Pensacola Tallahassee DCCW 

APR 17-19 St. Augustine DCCW 

APR 17-19 Venice DCCW 

APR 18-20 Orlando DCCW 

APR 25 Miami  ADCCW  

APR 30-May 3 St. Petersburg DCCW 

MAY 16 Palm Beach DCCW 

AUG 26-30 National Council of Catholic      

Women 100th Anniversary 

President/Province Director                                                              Sheila Hopkins 

Other ways to sacrifice for Lent:  

1. Fill a jar daily with coins from your purse to be donated to 
Hugs for the Homeless 

 
2. Donate diapers, wipes, formula, or baby clothes to your 

local crisis pregnancy center 
 
3.    Donate needed items or money to your local Catholic  
       Charities agency 



WELCOME BISHOP WACK 

Bishop William Wack of the Pensacola-Tallahassee 

Diocese has just been appointed the new Episcopal 

Liaison for the National Council of Catholic Women.  

It is  a great honor that he was chosen from the 

Province of Miami. 

IN MEMORIUM 

 

GAIL MERRILL, Diocese of St. Petersburg 

 

The Memorial Mass for Gail Merrill will be Wednesday, March 25, 2020 at 11:30 

AM.  March 25th was Gail’s birthday. 

Reception following the service in the hall.  Gail will be interred in New York 

with her husband. 

Mass:  Corpus Christi Catholic Church 

9715 N 56th St. 

Tampa, FL 33617 

(813) 988-1593 

Cards can be sent to Gail’s brother & Family: 

Fred Longinetti & Family 

4959 Fruitwood Loop Lane 

Holiday, FL 34690 

Congratulations and Blessings on your new position.  Welcome to the National Council of Catholic Women. —Mary Woltman, 

Diocese of St. Petersburg 

 

Welcome Bishop Wack.  You will be a great asset to the National Council of Catholic Women.—Martha Klinikowski, Diocese of 

St. Augustine 



President/Province Director-Elect                                                       Myrna Wong 

NCCW Nominating Committee                                                 Jean Bazley 

 Many of you have a special gift – that very soon you will be participating in the 

vote for our new NCCW Treasurer.  Two candidates have been presented in the February 

and March Connect and in the current Catholic Woman magazine.  Information is also on 

the NCCW website.  Please read and encourage all your women who vote to read the cre-

dentials and make an informed vote.  

 Voting will begin April 1st and end May 1st at 4:00 p.m. EST.  Election results will be 

announced on June 1st.  

This vote is the responsibility of all individual members and current presidents of affiliates (diocese, 

deanery/vicariate, and parish).  Those getting a vote must be current with their dues.  It is our privilege as a 

member of this wonderful organization to keep it strong and moving forward. 

Thank you for all you do for Council. 

Jean Bazley 

NCCW Nominating Committee 

I have been busy trying to advertise  our October 8-11 FCCW Conference and I hope that you are too.  The 

Embassy Suites is the hotel in West Palm Beach and all of the information is on the FCCW website for your 

access.  We will have inspiring speakers, our Bishops and Spiritual Advisors in attendance and a lot of hap-

penings, so get your Ads in for the Program book as soon as you can to support us. 

Please share all of the information with your Deaneries, and Affiliations so we will have a full attendance 

at this Conference.  We really look forward to welcoming you there. 

Any questions please e-mail them to me .  Have a great month and prayerful Lenten season. 

God’s Blessings 

Myrna Wong 



Archdiocese of Miami                                                              Lisa Shelly, President 

How about some different ideas of preparing for Easter during Lent? 

 

A group of Council sisters were enjoying dinner together a few weeks ago, and the top-

ic of the conversation was—aren’t there things we can do instead of/in addition to   

giving up wine and chocolate?  Maybe we could add something in addition to personal sacrifices?  We came 

up with a few ideas—maybe these will give you some ideas also. 

1. 40 Items in 40 Days   This one has been making the rounds on Facebook.  Every day, find an item to 

donate, and put it in a box.  By the end of Lent, you have assembled 40 items that you no longer 

need, that can be donated for a new life with someone else.  You simplify your life, and give a hand 

up to someone else—it’s all good! 

2. No gossiping—fast from voicing negative things about another person.  It’s harder than it sounds—

either say something nice when others are gossiping, or say nothing at all.  No complaints.  Your 

family will appreciate it, and you’ll train yourself to be kinder to everyone—even those who are   

unkind to you. 

3. Don’t buy what you don’t need—if you really don’t need it, don’t buy it!  Put the money you would 

have spent in a jar, and you’ll have a very nice donation saved up by Easter.  Make it a 50/50—

donate half to a favorite cause, and save the other half—you’ve worked hard for it, keep it! 

4. Take care of your body, that gift from God—do something every day to help your health—a daily 

walk, a quick trip to the gym, whatever works for you.  You can add to this by bringing a trash bag 

with you on your walk, picking up the odd bit of litter—you’ll be helping even more of God’s         

creation. 

5. 30 minutes less media—fast from TV or social media for 30 minutes, and spend it instead in reflec-

tion or prayer.  Maybe review the day’s readings and Gospel; an extra rosary?  My parish distributed 

“Rediscover the Saints” by Matthew Kelly—brief chapters about 25 saints, a question for you to 

ponder, and a prayer.  Make some time for some introspection. 

6. Another addition—try to say three nice things a day to your spouse and your children. Catch them 

doing good, and point it out—the trash being taken out without asking, putting toys away, helping 

with homework, bringing home milk. 

7. Don’t eat anything after dinner—deny yourself, as Jesus denied food for himself.  No snacks while 

watching TV! 

I hope these might give you some ideas to change up your Lenten practices, drawing you closer to our    

Savior.  Have a Blessed Lent, and a Happy and Holy Easter! 

 

 



Diocese of St. Petersburg                                                   Beth Aubin, President 

Greetings from the ladies of SPDCCW! 

Fr Ted would like to wish your members a Happy Birthday NCCW! You have done tremendous 

work over the last hundred years, so keep up the good works of Our Lady of Good Counsel.  

 

Seminarian Saturdays during Lent has been provided to our members. We have 12 seminarians to pray 

for so we decided to pray for 2 seminarians a Saturday to pray for them the entire season of Lent. 

 

We are in final planning stages of the 52nd Convention. I can honestly say I have learned a lot from the 

Past Presidents, Mary Woltman our convention chair (who is on a cruise as I write this newsletter). 

Our speaker, Kim Polote is coming from Ga. If anyone would like to come and hear her just email me and I 

will send you the details. Also Bishop Parkes, Fr Dornquast, Igelsias Cruz, Diane Kledijk, Butch Gilbert. 

 It should be a full three days of our commissions at work. 

 

Three of our Districts are having Conferences this Spring. 

We just attended Our Lady of Life Conference, Theme: “Mother Mary as Our Role Model” 

                                Our Lady of Mystical Rose, Theme: “Human Trafficking” 

                                Our Lady of Grace: “Handmaiden of the Lord Awards” 

I would like to dedicate this newsletter to Gail Merrill. She passed away on Monday night. 

I would like to tell you a little bit about her. She was a very quiet, giving person. She was on the FCCW       

Service Commission Board, Our Lady of Life District President, She was planning to be in her nieces wedding 

this month. She always helped in her church, Corpus Christi Catholic Church in Temple Terrace, was formerly 

from New York. Her brother just moved here recently. We will miss her very much. May Our Lady of Good 

Counsel pray for you and your families. 

Elizabeth Aubin 



Diocese of Palm Beach                                                 Laurie Ulseth, President 

Diocese of   Orlando                                                       Kathy Leigh, President 

Greetings from Palm Beach 

Our Diocesan women and Spiritual Advisors are amazing!  We have plans well underway for the Women 
of Faith/Women of Action Conference coming up on March 28th.  Our three speakers are Winkie Le Fils, 
Rosi Schumacher and Susie Harting.  This day lets our women reflect upon our Catholic Faith, Adoration,  
the sacrament of Confession, Mass with our Bishop and a Rosary Service.   

 
We are changing up our Convention this year and offering a one-day convention to keep costs down for the ladies, so 
they can attend NCCW 100th Convention and the FCCW Conference we are hosting in October.  We will be cele-
brating the NCCW 100th anniversary at our convention on May 16, 2020.   
 
Several Affiliations have had baby showers for our Birthline program and have celebrated the 100th Anniversary of 
NCCW.  The Hugs for the Homeless drive are almost completed and our Inspirations Fashion was a huge success. 
 
Our Lady of Good Counsel, pray for us. 
 
Our Lord is the Master and we are His Masterpieces. 
Laurie Ulseth 
President 
Palm Beach Diocesan Council of Catholic Women   

The last Wednesday in February was Ash Wednesday.  One of the things that I 

have done consistently for probably the last 7 years is to grab a CRS rice bowl 

as I leave church on Ash Wednesday. This year’s rice bowl message is pray, 

fast, give and learn; instead of giving something up for lent I give something to 

those in need.  If you’ve picked up a CRS rice bowl please join me in the prayer 

on the bowl each day during lent for God’s creation. 

The 1
st
 Wednesday in March was the 4

th
.  Happy 100

th
 Birthday NCCW!!  The Orlando 

Diocesan Council of Catholic Women had a luncheon meeting for one of our convention 

events. During lunch we shared prayer, food, memories and a wonderful toast to the women 

of NCCW led by Fr. David.  On Saturday March 21
st
 Bishop Noonan will celebrate a special 

Mass for us followed by a luncheon Birthday Bash for NCCW’s 100
th
 Birthday.  More to 

come in the next issue!! 

Plans are well underway for our 52
nd

 Annual convention at Hilton Rialto in Melbourne 

April 18-20.  Our theme this year is “Walking with Mary in Love.”  Details are on our website 

odccw.com just a click away.   

 Your sister in Christ and His Mother,    

 Kathy Leigh 



Diocese of St. Augustine                                                    Staci Duncan, President 

Service Commission                                                                     Diane Tugander 

Council Sisters,  

It was nice seeing most of you at our meeting. Here is a follow-up 

from the Service Committee. I asked at the meeting how many were 

getting the information from the Sisters on their anti-Human Traffick-

ing efforts.  I was surprised to see NO hands went up. 

This is in our own back yards ladies, we need to be kept informed, it is     

simple - sign up on the Sister’s website -www.sistersagainsttrafficking.org- and 

then simply read what they send.  Check with your local Catholic Charities office 

to see what is being done in your Diocese, do you have an active Coalition to fight 

Human Trafficking.  These traffickers try to be smarter than us - we need to stay 

one step ahead of them to protect our Children and the vulnerable.  

Let me know what is happening in your own Diocese and I will be happy to 

report it back to all. We need to stay on top of this, PLEASE. 

Thank You 

 

St. Augustine is pleased and blessed to be celebrating its 90th Annual Convention “Celebrating Your Fiat” on 

April 18-19,2020. As our celebration unfolds this year, we will begin with our keynote speaker Sheila Hop-

kins, FCCW President/Province Director. We are thrilled to have her in attendance and speak at this year’s 

convention. She, along with our other speakers, will be of benefit to all our council sisters. Our awesome 

lineup of speakers will continue with Dr. LeeAnn Clements, Chair of the Steering Committee on Integral Ecol-

ogy for the Diocese of St. Augustine, who will be speaking on Catholic Ecology. We are going to be hosting 

the Lourdes Virtual Experience, which many of you experienced this at the last year’s NCCW Convention in 

Atlanta; We also will have speaking Mary Wright, Master Gardener, who will instruct us on how to build our 

own Mary’s Garden in our Florida Climate. Sybil Purvis of Pinky Promise will speak to us on how our collec-

tion of items for chemo bags at the convention will benefit those that receive them. We, of course, have 

amazing food, vendors, music, dancing, fun, and liturgy planned for the weekend. Closing out our convention 

we will honor our Most Reverend Bishop Felipe Estévez and Spiritual Advisors in attendance at our Bishop’s 

Banquet along with installing our new slate of officers for the 2020-2022 term.   



Diocese of Venice                                               Ellen Bachman & Brenda Dolan 

                                                                                        Co-Presidents 

Lenten Retreat:  Journey To The Cross 

 

     On February 29th, (yes Leap Day) 105 registrants from the Diocese of Venice gathered 

for our CCW Lenten Retreat. This annual event is held at Our Lady Of Perpetual Help 

Retreat Center in Venice Florida.   

     Our day started with a continental breakfast and fellowship followed by an open fo-

rum discussion of thoughts and ideas on how we can attain a stronger spiritual depth for 

ourselves during this most sacred time of our church year. Our thoughts focused on the 

Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy and how we should attempt a self examination of 

how we individually live and perform the works in our daily lives during Lent,  and then 

continue to follow through in the remaining church year. 

     Our speaker was Sister Carmella DeCosty, SNJM, a Sister of The Holy Names of Jesus, 

and Mary.  Sister Carmella walked us through Mary's journey to the cross.  Her talk was 

both reflective and contemplative, complete with bringing the group intimately together 

through prayer and group song. 

     Father Juan Lorenzo, Vicar of St. Michael's Church in Wauchula led our Hispanic Sis-

ters through a similar session in Spanish. 

     After the talks each of our ladies were free to choose to join the living Rosary, the Sta-

tions of the Cross, or were free to pray about the beautiful grounds as they chose. Each of 

these activities were offered both in English or Spanish. 

     The Sacrament of Reconciliation was offered after lunch and Cindy Glorioso led us in 

singing the Divine Mercy Chaplet during the exposition of the Blessed Sacrament.  Our 

Retreat day was closed with Mass celebrated by Father Juan Lorenzo. 

     We look forward to next years retreat and welcome and invite all of our CCW Sisters 

to join us. 



Diocese of Pensacola/Tallahassee                                Mary Sauvageau, President 

Greetings once again from the Panhandle! 

We are in the midst of preparing for our 45th Annual Diocesan Convention which should prove to be a 

joyous couple of days for attendees. Our theme, Sing Joyfully Unto the Lord, will resonate through our 

speakers and activities. Likewise some training and a presentation on the social justice issue of the 

death penalty are on the schedule. 

Our convention is being held March 20 and 21 at the Hilton Garden Inn in Pensacola.  We are pleased 

to have Sheila Hopkins, FCCW President/Province Director as our keynote speaker. In addition, other speakers include: Mr. 

Tom Baroco, Director of Music at the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart whose topic is 

You Are Designed to Change the Universe-Your Voice is Your Proof; Lisa Dosev, a Catholic mother of eight will share experienc-

es of marriage, motherhood and family life in her talk titled, Sing Joyfully Unto the Lord Even-When You Have to Fake It; 

and Fr. Jacob Jaks, who was ordained last June, will enlighten us with his talk, In the Presence of Angels I Sing to You. Our 

own parliamentarian, Pat Treadway will present a workshop titled What’s Up with Robert All His His Rules? We are also 

pleased to have Nancy O’Byrne who is Past Chairwoman of Floridians for Alternatives to the Death Penalty. Nancy will 

speak on her organization’s mission which is to bring individuals, church and civic groups together to educate and advocate 

against the use of the death penalty in Florida.  

Also planned is our Fun Night which is “Trivia Night with Ken & Dana,” a husband and wife team that holds trivia night 

fundraisers for Pensacola Catholic High School.  On Friday afternoon we will pray the Stations through the viewpoint of 

Mary, the Mother of Jesus. We will have a praise and worship hour on Saturday morning with live music and a vocalist. On 

Saturday evening we will go to a local church where our Bishop will celebrate Mass. We return to the hotel for our banquet 

with the Bishop where he will be presented the annual Burse Club check which supports our seminarians. Last year’s check 

was for $257,000! 

Then, to advance knowledge of Council, some special guests are being invited to certain happenings. Our members are en-

couraged to invite their daughters and granddaughters (grade 8 and up) to the Saturday lunch where Lisa will speak and 

then Sheila give a briefing on NCCW’s High School Initiative. We have also extended invitations to the Pensacola Catholic 

High School principal and chaplain. Also, we are encouraging our members to invite (and sponsor) their parish priests to the 

banquet so they may become better acquainted with the Council. A slide show featuring photos of council affiliate activities 

will be shown that evening to enhance an awareness of council activities and to celebrate our many efforts. 

I am excited to report that we have a slate for 2020-2022 officers who will be installed by Sheila Hopkins after the Saturday 

Vigil Mass at our convention. I will be passing the torch to a very capable faith-filled gal. Serving as our diocesan president 

has been a great experience, privilege and honor. I would like to thank Sheila and Fr. Rick for their guidance and encourage-

ment along the way. May Our Lady of Good Counsel continue to bless all of our Florida Councils.  

 

 



Spirituality Commission                                                                 Joan Walker 

There is a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance 

 

When the Lenten Season rolls around each year, the big question arises:  what are you 

going to give up for Lent?  We all grew up with the practice of depriving ourselves of 

something we like – usually what we like to eat – in order to discipline ourselves, to 

learn to control our passions and desires.  If we can’t say NO to a piece of candy, how 

can we say NO to gossip, alcohol, gambling, flirtations, etc.   

 

These days I hear from many people that they are not giving things up; they talk about doing something, 

such as extra prayer, reading, works of mercy, etc.  Those are all good things and I’m sure we all do many 

extra things along these lines.  But … there is a notion that depriving ourselves of things is childish and 

unnecessary and when someone poked fun at me for several years in a row I began to question myself:  

Why do I continue to give up wine and chocolate every year?   

 

Then one day a Scripture passage spoke to me about this.  Jesus said, “Can the wedding guests fast while 

the bridegroom is with them?”  What followed from that was another question:  Can we continue to cele-

brate when the bridegroom is walking toward his death? 

 

We have all experienced a time when someone we love has been very sick, or has been in trouble, or has 

been gravely injured, either physically or emotionally.  Think about that time in your life – whether it was 

a child, a spouse, a parent, or a very dear friend. Did you feel his or her pain?  Did your heart ache?  As 

the days went by, did you get so wrapped up in other things that you forgot about him – or was that person 

constantly on your mind?   I remember one time when my son was very sick with bronchitis and I sat by 

his bed, trying to breathe for him.  When my mother was dying, I didn’t really care what I ate or how 

much I slept.  I had to be there with her, day after day and week after week – to let her know I was there 

and to share the last minutes of her life with her.   

 

Then I asked myself another question:  What if I don’t give up wine and chocolate or just give them up 

once a week?  Hmmm …  I don’t think I would enjoy them at all; I would feel guilty; well not really 

guilty, but selfish, going for the extras when our beloved Jesus is asking us to walk with him on his jour-

ney to Calvary.  For the past few years I have wondered:  how am I going to do without these habitual 

treats I allow myself at the end of each day; but every year on Ash Wednesday they simply go away – 

without regrets.   

 

Jesus is truly our friend; we call on him when we need him, to console us in all our aches and pains, our 

ups and downs, our celebrations and our difficulties.  True friendship, however, is not one-sided.  We 

don’t want to be fair-weather friends.   Jesus invites us to share both his passion AND his resurrection 

with him.  Let’s think of Lent as a time when our dear friend is reaching out to us and we change some of 

our habits to be there with him, without even thinking about it.  The six weeks might seem less like pen-

ance, our friendship will certainly deepen, and the celebration at Easter will be exceptionally joyful!   



Leadership Commission                                             Linda Clark & Susie Harting 

                                                                                              Co-Chairmen                          

Leadership success begins with strong, trustworthy relationships.  This statement is not debatable or disputable.  And Council is no 

exception to this rule.  John Maxwell, a well-known author, pastor and leadership speaker further states, “Relationships are the 

foundation of Leadership.” 

Knowing this to be true, what are we doing in our councils to build strong relationships with our members?  And, furthermore, 

those outside of our affiliations?  Imagine for a moment that we had built strong trust in one another, by knowing each other 

better.  Do you think we could accomplish more, and women would be seeking us out in our parishes?  We need to also build better 

relationships with our pastors, ministry leaders, and those in our community.  How do we get started? 

Let us first begin by knowing our council sisters better.  We are sharing a Relationship Builder for you to use in your affiliations and 

get to know each other better.  You cannot build a stronger relationship unless you know something about that person.  The more 

you know and share with each other, the stronger the relationship will be.  

1.  I joined council because__________________________________________________. 

2. Favorite family recipe and the last time you made it.___________________________. 

3. Favorite family ritual_____________________________________________________. 

4. If there were an extra hour today, I would____________________________________. 

5. How did I ever live without________________________________________________. 

6. You will always find_____________________________________________in my refrig. 

7. My favorite saint is __________________________because_____________________. 

8. What did you do for your Lenten journey this year?____________________________. 

9. My favorite book is _____________________________because__________________. 

10. My favorite music is _____________________________________________________. 

Sharing these answers can be done numerous ways.  One method is to have your members fill out the Relationship Builder and 

take turns sharing them with each other.  Another method is to collect these after they have been filled out and at the beginning of 

each meeting, have 5 members come up to read their survey to everyone.  This won’t take long but will have a lasting impression. 

Pretty soon, you will have additional questions to ask.  We have developed several worksheets, and you can adapt them to fit your 

specific group.    

More quotes from John Maxwell: 

A leader is one who knows the way, goes the way, and shows the way. 

People buy into the leader before they buy into the vision. 

Leaders must be close enough to relate to others, but far enough ahead to motivate them. 



Hugs for the Homeless                                                                     Julie Rothery 

Public Relations/Sunshine                                                 Martha Klinikowski 

Our Lady of Good Counsel Award                           Sr. Anna Mae Frenzik, SSND 

Our Lady of Good Counsel Award 

Greetings from your Chairman 

It is my wish that the Diocesan Presidents are hard at work finding nominees for the OLGC Awards. 

Time is coming closer to submit them to me. If you need forms and do not have access to copy the ones I 

gave you, please contact me and I will mail them to you! 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of you for your prayers during this back and leg       

ordeal. The operation was successful and now the healing process is underway. The nerves in my leg 

still are in the process of healing and I was told that sometimes it takes 3 or 4 months to heal! My       

patience is certainly being tried! Thanks again for all your prayers, cards and phone calls. They have 

brightened my days Please continue your prayers. 

Love and prayers, 

Sister Anna Mae Frenzik, SSND 

Chairman 

After listening to the voices of your affiliation presidents and our DCCW presidents who 

had many fish fries and soup suppers planned as Lenten Hugs activities, we have decided 

to move the money due date to April 1. 

Once again  I have been busy sending out birthday, sympathy and get well cards.  Please keep Peg Middle-

ton in your prayers.  Sister Anna Mae is healing but can always use your prayers. 

 

On the newsletter side of my job, the Good News is going out again.  After a hiccup over the January issue, 

I think I have it all figured out.  Sorry if I have confused anyone.  Again I am having trouble getting every-

one to submit their articles.  Remember this is your newsletter, not mine.  Our next newsletter will be in 

June.  You can let us know of your elections and your happenings in your affiliations. 



Legislative Advocacy                                   Mary Woltman & Dr. Maria Knoll 

                                                                              Co-Chairmen 

 
Florida Catholic Advocacy Network 

Catholic Days at the Capitol was held on January 28-29 in Tallahassee. Par-

ticipants advocated for three issues: 1) Parental Consent Prior to a Minor’s Abortion, 2) Repeal of the 

Death Penalty and 3) Opposition to Assisted Suicide. If you have not done so, please, join the Florida Catho-

lic Advocacy Network (https://flaccb.org/join-flcan) to receive action alerts and updates during the rest of the legislative ses-

sion. To promote the Florida Advocacy Catholic Network, you are encouraged to hold a postcard collection at your 

parish during weekend masses, for more information on the Parish Postcard Initiative go to https://

flaccb.org/parish-postcard-initiative . 

Defeating Doctor-Assisted Suicide 
Update on Assisted Suicide in Florida:  Whereas the aforementioned bill has support from both the Sen-

ate and House, the assisted suicide bill only exists in the Senate, for now. SB 1800 hopes to implement leg-

islation that supports any Floridian’s capability to legally purchase drugs for the purpose of ending one’s 

own life.  Join us to learn more. 

You are Invited to a Meeting to Collaborate in History, Messaging, and Strategy Against Doctor-Assisted Sui-
cide 

Hosted By: The Florida Coalition Against Assisted Suicide 
In tandem with: The Patients’ Rights Action Fund 

Location:  St. Joseph’s Hospital in Tampa 
Medical Arts Building 

  3003 W Dr Martin Luther King Jr Blvd  
Tampa, FL 33607 

Date and Time: Saturday April 4th, 2020:  
Lunch at 12 pm (Meet other participants)  
Meeting from 1 pm-5 pm. 

RSVP:  Send full name, affiliate organization (if applicable) and profession to 
michaela@patientsrightsaction.org  

Meeting Goals Include: 
Introduction to fellow participants 

Florida SWOT (Strength, Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats) Assessment 
How to successfully engage others on this issue 

Discussion of strategies and activities to defeat assisted suicide 
 

Submitted by: 

Mary Woltman and Maria Knoll 

FCCW Legislative Advocacy Committee Co-Chairs 

https://flaccb.org/join-flcan
https://flaccb.org/parish-postcard-initiative
https://flaccb.org/parish-postcard-initiative
mailto:michaela@patientsrightsaction.org










Florida Conference of Catholic Bishops (flaccb.org) 

Join the Florida Catholic Advocacy Network (FLCAN) – sign 

up to receive emails that include news and action 

items related to legislative issues. 

Text FLCAN to 50457 on your smart phone to receive     

action alerts. 

Candidate Questionnaire Project (CQP)– FCCB will be      

releasing responses to its CQP questionnaire for state 

and federal candidates 

Catholic Days at the Capitol 

 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (usccb.org) 

Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship was revised by the USCCB in 2015.  This document is   

available for download at http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship We 

should each take the time to read this document before voting this year. 

                   Call to prayer for Life, Marriage and Religious Freedom (usccb.org/pray) - you can sign up to     

               receive weekly text or email reminders to pray and fast on Fridays.  

WEB SITES 

NCCW:  nccw.org 

FCCW:  flaccw.org 

USCCB:  usccb.org 

FLACCB:  flaccb.org 

 A/DCCW WEB SITES 

 

Miami:  maccw.org 

Orlando:  odccw.org 

Palm Beach:  pbdccw.org 

Pensacola-Tallahassee:  ptdccw.org 

St. Petersburg:  spdccw.org 

St. Augustine:  stadccw.org 

Venice:  TBA 

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship

